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FROM THE BRIDGE:

“We were caught in heavy squalls during which time
we pretty well lost our targets on radar due to the rain
clutter. Fortunately, we had the M/V Peter R. Cresswell
visible all the time on our ECDIS screen thanks to its
AIS transponder. We never lost its icon even in the worst
of the rain. As more ships are fitted with AIS I believe
everyone will quickly realize that it is going to be very
useful in all aspects of our job.”

“We are just beginning to explore the potential of this
tool…it sure looks promising.”

— Captain Georges Coté of the Canadian Prospector
(Upper Lakes Group Inc.)

August 2002

Similar reports have been made by
Captain Peter Shultz of the M/V Peter R. Cresswell

(Algoma Central Marine)
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What is AIS?
The Automatic Identification
System (AIS) is a shipboard
broadcasting transponder
system operating in the VHF
maritime band that is capable
of sending vital information such as ship
identification, position, speed, and heading
from ship-to-shore, shore-to-ship, and ship-to-ship.

A U T O M AT I C
I D E N T I F I C AT I O N
S Y S T E M

AIS Benefits Include:
• Real time vessel information,

including location, heading,
and speed.

• Real time environmental data,
including wind speed and
direction, and water levels.

• Enhanced environmental safety.

• Improved traffic and fleet
management.

A U T O M ATIC IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM

Tools of the Tra d e : Pe rm a n e n t
AIS transponder integrated with
ECDIS or the port able pilot A I S
unit (at left) with laptop computer
will be ab o a rd each ve s s e l .

AIS will provide accurat e
n av i gation info rm at i o n

under all we ather conditions.

AIS will provide cru i s e
ships transiting the
S e away with ex t ra leve l s
of safety and security fo r
p a s s e n ge rs and crew.

B eginning Ap ril 1, 2 0 0 3 , AIS will be mandat o ry fo r
c o m m e rcial vessels transiting the Seaway.

A e rial view of Canadian St. Lambert Lock
with Montréal in the back gro u n d.

The Vessel Tra ffic Control Center in Montréal, Q u é b e c.
Vessel tra ffic contro l l e rs stand wat ch 24 hours

a day during the Seaway nav i gation season,
m oving mari n e rs safe ly and effi c i e n t ly

t h rough the wat e r way.

Electronic Chart Display and Information System
(ECDIS) depicts vital information for mariners.

Within the display, links via AIS to Traffic Management
System resources provide complementary

information such as wind data, water levels,
and vessel order of turn for a given lock.
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